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" the most effective was my appeal to the fact that the forth-
coming text of the Constitution of the empire was already
forestalled by a decree of the Reichstag in Berlin. The
reference to the resolution of the Reichstag, appealing, as
it did, to his constitutional train of ideas, induced him to
go and see the King once more. I was left ignorant of
what passed between the two sovereigns, and during the
reading of the proclamation I was in a state of suspense.
The Grand Duke avoided the difficulty by raising a cheer,
neither for the German Emperor nor for the Emperor of
Germany, but for the Emperor William. His Majesty
was so offended at the course I had adopted, that on
descending from the raised dais of the princes he ignored
me as I stood alone upon the free space before it, and
passed me by in order to shake hands with the generals
standing behind me. He maintained that attitude for sev-
eral days, until gradually our mutual relations returned to
their old form.